LAWYER BURIED IN STORM; HEART-WIFE SEES FUNERAL
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Defiant Phone Trust Head Backs Down and Testifies
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PRICE OHE OBNT

HEAD OF CITY

FORCED T0 TESTIFY AFTER
DODGING SERVICE BOARD

Union N. Bethell Backs Down
When the Commission
Issues a Writ,

EVASIVE IN ANSWERS.

Insists He Is Unable to Tell
-About City Profits of the
Monopoly.

Aftear long dodging and evaling,
Unton N Hethell, President of Ve
New York Telephone Compainy, ap-
pearsd befors the Up-State Public Ner-
wice Commission this afternoon un-
deor pressures of a subpoena

The subpoena was not merivsd be-
cause when the procesms server campe
in the Telephone Huilding Mr. Bethell
announced that he would voluntarily
appeir,

Unatle to et any (nformation from
reports or

pany's capital Investment and annual
profits from New ok Oty Investiuents
the commiasion sougit President Hethell
to gei the Ngures from him

After belng sworn us a4 witness Presis
dent Bethell was examined by M. H
Winkler, principal petitioner for reduc-
tlon of ratea, who produced a statement
submitted Ly Mr. Bethell ln a previaus
eape of the company's invesiment m
New York City in 100,

Mr. Bethell evaded assuming ruwln-
.Ibll!lr for the figures, saying that ne

lleved Lthey were approximnate Agures

mpiled by engineers and account-
anta
UNABLE TO TELL EXPENSBES

FOR LABT YEAR.
“Now then,” sald Mr. Winkler, “hav-

$ng made that estimate in 1910, can you |

tell what Is the amount of money yuu
have sxpended an of Dec, 51, 19127

“Noy sir”

Q. Why? A. Becaumne we treat all the
Ptate of New York and part of Now
Jersey as a unit. and having under-
stood rates were to be fixed on n | #sin
of the entire Atate and believing that
pusiness is best served by operating ail
the citles throughout the Btate to-
@ether, we have not Kept our accounts
for separats communities,

Q. 18 there any way which you eould
obtain the amount? A. Possibly through
engineers, but 1 belleve the books would
not show tho actual Investment in New
York City. It ia Impossible to deal with
the city of New York alone, because of
{ts relations with other companies of the
gystem. The property in New York
City, In my judgment, in worth vastly

(Continusd on Second Page.)
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BROOKLYN SCHOOL BIRL
KILLED BY SHORT FALL

Leaves Graduating Classroom and
Falls Down Four Steps,
Breaking Skull.

Fifteen-ytar-old Frances Humphries,
who lived at No N Warren sireet,
Brookivn, and attended Publle School
No. ™ in Pacif.c wstreet, near Court,
telt her cinmsroom, that of the gradi-
ating class, shortly alter 1 o'clock lo-
day 1o go duwnstairs to Principal ¥, 1%
Crooder's office, She slipped on the
steps at the ground floor and fell four
stepa to the stone pavement.

BMims Gerulding O lirles, Mr, Crooker's
aeoretary, w. 4 passing and ealled the
principal. He carried the Lttle girl lnio
bls oftice and sumauned D Carter
from the Holy ‘“wiitly Hospltal

The doctor found the girl allve but
she died in & few momenis. Her skull
had been fractured. It I8 belleved &
falnting spell caused her fall

——
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from the company's chief
lawyer, Jonn L. Swayze. as to the com- |
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PHONE. TRUST

PHOVL TRUST'S HEAD
FORCED TO APPEAR
BEFORE COMMISSION.
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CURRENCY BIL
BECOMES LAW
WILSON SIGNS [T

President Acts on Measure
After Passage by the Sen-
ate by Vote of 43 to 25.

IT CEREMONY.

MAKES

White
House See Executive Use Two

Congress lLeaders at

Gold Pens in Signing.

WASHINGTON, Dee. 2 <Presllen:
Wilkan this eévening signed the Currency

il

Ing

Seputor Owen and  Representative
Hlass, ¢o-authors of the Currency bill;
members of the Congresslonal Banking
and leaders In Congress
aere Invitel by President Wilson to at-
ceremony of slgning the meas-
President signed the bill with
pens and presented one to
to Repre-

tend the
ure, The
two gold
Senator Uwen and the olher
sentative Glass

My a vote nf 43 to 25 the Renate thia
i Aent the Bl te the President
approval.  The wvote on adoption
the conference comnvittes's draft
Wt the etd of four and a hal!
h- e of whint af {imes was acrimonious
le i owhich Hepublicans aasalled
the m nur tv piarty for fta courmse In the
fr: | ming of the measure

nftermo
fur
of

Wroe [l! pulilicans and Senntor Poin-
1: ter, Progrevsjve, foined the Den.oe
nia \.ml.u for the Wil In e Anal
corm. The Hepunlicans weres Senntors

| [ rnll Norrls and Weekn
ua T-a-rtm uf the reort was greeted
Aith * lvmonstration

s thr- Houre alteady had approved
mensure, there remalned after the
sennte aotion only the signature of Vice.
P'resident Marsball and Speaker (‘lark
the measure for Preslidont
These were eoon

the

to complete

Wilsan's signature

n tie presence of & notable gather- |

26 ARE RESCUED
ON'TUG THAT SANK
RIVER STEAMBOAT

Seneca Under Water Five Min-
utes After Steel Bow of
Willard Pierced Her.

SCRAMBLE TO ESCAPE.

Old Steamboat Was Jus!
Starting on Fishing Trip

From Hoboken Pier.

—

The little steambont Beneca., which
had been a famillar Agure In New Yurk
harbor for more than a quarter of &
| cantury and had conveyed many thou-
sands of fAshermen to and from the
Hanks, was run down and cut In Lwo
by & steel tug In the North River to-
day. She sank in less than fAve min-
utes, her twenty passengers and crew
of mix scrambling aboard the tug Ia
nafety.

The Heneca yas ownad by Michael and
Nichuias Biasius of Ne. 1231 Washing-
ton gtreet, Hoboken, and Hans Lund of
No. 24 Forty-eighth street, Hrookiyn,
wan her skipper. She was wsed .n the
business of iaking fAshermen outside
sSandy Hook for a day's outing, and
there were about m sacore of hardy en-
thusiasis on board when Capt. Lund
sounded his whistie to warn navigation
ihat he was backing out from Pler 17,
Hoboken, to-day,

The river was crowded with ecraft
just at that time and a slight fog hung
over the water. The Heneca had juast
cleared the pler and Capt. Lund was
about to hewd her down the river when
the blg Baltimore and Ohlo tug Danisl
Willard, bullt entirely of ateel and with
a high, sharp prow came along at full
wpeed with tide alding.
GTEEL BOW DIGS

SENECA.
The Willand went through the peor
old Beneca ke a Knife through & plece
of cheese. More than hall way In dug

INTO THE

WFE SAYSRVAL - WOMAN

USES HER MOTOR: l
WINS SEPA SEPARATION —

Romance Th:lt Began in Steel
Trust Ends in Supreme
Court.

I
I
ALIMONY IS (]RANTED:
I

Mrs. McCloskey Swears Miss |

Horton Phoned of Hus- ’

band's Love for Her.

The closing chapter of the romance 'S

which bulded. In
Gayloy,

the office of James

Viee-President of the

when the office beauty, Lillian, became
the wife of Doguld H. MeCloakey,
& clerk, was written in Justice Gle-
gerich'a court to-day when a
waa entered separating the coupls. Jus
tlee Glegerich awarded Mra, MoCloskey
$350 & maonth alimony, |

McCloskey Is now wealthy and the
prasident of the Moto-Hloe Import Com-
pany. His wife sald she set him up in
the businesas that made him rich.  He
did not defend her pult, Mra. ModClogkey
told the Court Mot'loakey s evading
service in pnother wolt, and that he s
three months in arrears for alimony
shoe ways she hus ween him frequently
minece thelr meparation, on Apell 1, 101
ocompany with Miss Hertha Horton,
whom she charges with wrecking her
home. Miss Horton fldes ahout town,
Mrs MoCloskey swore, In one of hor |

decres |

hushand's three autos.  The MeCloxkey s |‘_ '

formerly
Dirive
When the action wia first hrought, |
MeClonkey Nied An ansawer stating et
hie was abllged to leave home becauns
of his wife's poker partioa Answering
thin allegation. Mre.  MeCloskey  de-
clared that Fire Commissloner Joseph
Johnson and hia wife and  Assistant
District-Attorney  Frederick J. {lroehl

lived at No. 0 uu-.--m.-|

United |
Btates Stes! Corporation, and blossomed |

then |- 1
|
|
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SECRETED IN OFFICE

SAYS ROW KILLED LAWYER

WINS A .SEP:IRATION
BECAUSE HER RIVAL
USES HER MOTOR CAR.
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“I Killed Him and I Loved Him”
Wails Affinity of Melvin H.Couch,
Who Was Discovered in Rooms of
Ex-Prosecutor After His Sudden
Death. :

' TELLS OF A QUARREL
JUST BEFORE TRAGEDY.

Excitement Caused Death of Man
. She Loved—Says She Is Sorry for
the Widow and Children of Man
Who Led a Double Life.

WHAT THE WOMAN SAYS:

““ Don’t Imagine | Was Unhappy. I Revelled in the Grest
Love of My Life.

4

|

I Saw His Wife and Children Chatting and Laughing.
Then I Came Back to the Office I Called My Home.

(Bpecial trom & Btaff Correspondant of The Evening World.)

MONTICELLO, N. Y., Dec. 23.—Despite the almost frantic efforty"
of the officials of Sullivan County to keep the facts surrounding the
death of Melvin H. Couch, former District-Attorney, politician and lawyes;
secret, it was discovered to-day that Couch expired in the arms of Adelaide
M. Branch, the woman he had kgpt secluded behind a partition in his h-‘
office for years.

The funeral of Couch took place this afternoon in a driving snow-
storm, which almost approached a blizzard. Brief services were held st
‘the home in Broadway by the Rev. A. J. Waugh of the First Ptuby‘hhl
Church,

Miss Branch was given a hearing in her cell this aftzrnoon. The mis
demeanor charge against her was dismissed. The Sheriff said she would
be kept inr custody until to-night, wheu she will be smuggled out of town.

Miss Branch to<day 10ld the entire story of the passing of Couch,
As had long been his custom, except on Sunday, the crippled lawyer
*|slept in the office last Saturday night. Toward early morning Mis
Branch told him that she was going o Goshen, N. Y., where she
formerly boarded with a Mrs. Susan M. Ostram, to spend the Christmas
holidays. Couch wanted her to remain in the walled off room where she
passed her days reading French novels, her only recrcation. Besides
that Couch had a lot of correspondence that he wanted her to attend 0
as was her wont after the business of the day had concluded and she
was free from infgrruption.

The pair had a violent quarrel which, however, was adjusted by
Miss Branch consenting te remain. Couch was fondling his recluse come
panion when she suddenly, “eard him give what she described to Districte
Attorney George L. Cook 1s a gurgling sound. He fell back with &
groan on the couch.

*] nad seen people dle before” was the way she described it, “and I
knew that Melvin was dying. 1 ran for Dr, Curlette, his brother-ln-law, of
whom 1 had often heard him speak. But when we got back he was dead. The

doctor sald that he bad died of & rupture of the ascending sortl of the
heart lnduced by the excitement of our quarrel”

WOMAN COMPANION BECAME FRANTIC.

At the time of Couch's death when the room was filled with officlals
and Miss Branch made her dramatic mppearance from beshind a secret
door, she burst into frantie protestations that she bad been the cause
of Couch’s death. It was this fact as much as anything else that led to
her belng held while his death was Investigated, although Mrs. Coueoh,
the xray-hatred matronly wife of the dead man, losisted that & charge of
petit larceny be lodged against her.

“1 killed him! 1 killed bim!" Miss Branch prolested Imsisteatly)
“I Joved him and I killed him. [ can never forgive myself!"

Her condition was bordering on frenzy and after she had been takem

|to the county jail, oplates were administered and she fell loto a drugged
L Blen
1" gm Dunn sald to<dny that Miss Branch moaned continuously through
the night and continued to reproach berself bitterly for the quarrel that
tled to the crippled lawyer's death and resulted In the amazing disclosures
of his double life.
The officials in charge of the case persisted to-day in thelr extraordis
'nary attitude in the matter and although forty-eight hoursa have passed
slnee the woman was arrested she has not yet had a hearing on the mis-
demeanor charge lodged against her. The sheriff motored over to the
funeral of a4 friend this morning, District-Attorney Cook did not know
what would be done with the case he sald, and every one else connected
with the matter was oqually uucertan us to tho future procedure In re-
gard to Misa Branch,

“Miss Branch is a splendid woman,” sald Sheriff Kinney, who has been

.

turnlshing delicacies to Miss Branch from his own home. "I am MG

I Would Have Worn Chains for Mek .
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